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HOLS  . A.  REH  x UPBaN  DI3PRIC  f 


A N N U A L P B P C P.  T 


- of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  01 


HUAI  TH 


19  4 4 


pepupt.  1944. 

Gfc.Nh.FAL  STATISTICS. 


Area 7C3  acres. 

Population  1 9 44 « 1 397  * 

Inhabited  Houses  3^3 

Rateable  Value .£10,221. 


Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate.  £41.  9*  5<3* 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births . 

Total . 

M, 

F. 

Legitimate . 

21  . 

1 6 0 

5* 

Illegitimate 

7. 

3. 

4. 

Total  Births. 

28 

19 

9 

Birth  Rate  20  (England 

& Wales  17  .6; 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

1. 

0. 

1. 

Illegitimate 

c. 

0. 

c. 

Total  Still  Births . 

1. 

Co 

1. 

Deaths 

0 

CM 

CM 

12, 

10. 

Death  Rate  16.5  (England  & //ales  11.6) 


Number  of  women  dying  in  childbirth.  Nil. 

Deatns  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  2. 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1C00  71  . 4 

Cancer  was  responsible  for  3 deaths, Heart  Disease  5 deaths, 
Diphtheria  1 death,Pulmonory  Tuberculosis  1 death. 
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REPORT.  2. 


1944. 


General  Provisions  for  health  Services  in  the  Area . 

1,  Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  are  sent  to  the  Bideford  & Joint  Isolation  Hospital, 
Bideford.  The  Ambulance  from  the  Ho.spital  is  sent  to  collect 
the  patients.  Small  Pox  is  not  treated  at  Bideford.  Cases 
of  infantile  Paralysis  are  sent  to  bxeter  or  Flymouth  where 
they  can  obtain  ths  necessary  orthopaedic  after-treatment . 

2.  Tuberculosis. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  at  Barnstaple,  where  X rays 
of  the  chest  are  taken,  and  refills  given  to  artificial 
pneumothorax  patients.  The  Tuberculosis  Officer  visits 
cases  being  treated  at  home.  The  nearest  Sanatorium  is  at 
Hawley,  near  Barnstaple.  Owing  to  staffing  difficulties 
patients  have  to  wait  a long  time  for  admission.  This  is  very 
unsatisfactory,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  improve  the 
state  of  affairs.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  delay  in 
admitting  cases  has  caused  grave  deterioration  in  the  state 
of  patients  condition  and  at  the  same  time,  has  increased  the 
risk  in  infecting  others  in  the  household. 

The  facilities  for  treatment  are  provided  by  the  Devon  County 
Council. 

Venereal  Disease. 

The  nearest  clinics  are  held  in  Barnstaple , Exeter  & Plymouth 
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They  are  provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council.  Vene real 
Disease  is  uncommon  in  Holsworthy,  and  up  to  txhe  present  there 
has  been  no  occasion  on  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  trace 
a contact,  or  to  follow  up  a defaulter  in  treatment. 

4o  Premature  Infants  & Illegitimate  children . 

These  children  are  visited  b’.  the  County  Health  Visitors 
and  welfare  Officers  « Incubators  are  made  available  by  the 
County  Council  for  premature  infants. 

Hospitals. 

There  is  a Public  assistance  Institution  and  Infirmary  in 
Holsworthy,  but  no  General  Hospital.  Cases  needing  Hospital 
treatment  go  to  Stratton, Eideford, Barnstaple , bxeter  and  Plymouth. 

6.  Maternity. 

There  is  a District  Nurse  w&o  is  also  e mid-wife,  practising 
in  the  District.  Winsford  Cottage  Hospital, Beaworth^  is  now 
used  as  a Maternity  Home  aria  many  cases  from  Holsworthy  are 
confined  there. 

7.  Diphtheria  Immunization. 

efforts  are  made  to  Immunize  each  child  soon  after  its  first 
birthday,  and  up  to  the  present  a satisfactory  response  has  been 
made  to  the  appeal  urging  parents  to  have  their  children  immunized 
It  is  estimated  that  children  in  the  age  group  I-5  years 
have  been  immunized,  and  9&>  in  the  6-1 5 years  group. 
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8.  Clinics. 


(a)  A child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  once  a month. 

(b)  Not  orthopaedic  surgeon  holds  a clinic  in  Kolsworthy 
but  cases  go  to  ukehampton  on  the  first  Londay  in  the 
month  for  the  clinics  h^i.d  there. 

S8N1TAR1  CIRCUMSTANCES  IF  THE  AREA. 

HOUSING 

When  building  can  be  restarted,  at  least  50  new  houses 
will  be  required  as  a beginning. 

SCAVENGING » 

This  is  undertaken  once  a week  by  the  Local  Authority, 
and  is  removed  to  the  refuse  tip  in  Kings  Wood* 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSE. 

Large  numbers  of  animals  are  killed  in  the  Slaughterhouse 
in  the  Station  lard.  Each  carcase  is  inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  before  it  leaves  the  premises. 

The  Slaughter  House  is  not  up  to  date,  and  a new  building  is 

needed . 

SEWERAGE . 

The  present  system  is  unsatisfactory . Plans  for  an 
entirely  new  system  are  being  prepared,  and  the  work  will  need 
to  be  started  before  any  new  houses  can  be  built* 

MILn  SUPPLY. 

Bacteriological  tests  are  regularly  made,  and  in  the 
main  these  are  satisfactory. 
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in  2017  with  funding  from 
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https://archive.org/details/b29433654 


WATER  SUPPLI. 


The  Water  is  passed  through  a pressure  filter  and  chlorinated 
before  being  piped  to  the  town.  A new  six  inch  pipe  from  the 
filters  has  made  the  supply  adequate  to  all  parts  of  the  town. 

The  water  is  examined  baeteriologically  once  a quarter  and  has 
always  passed  the  test*  It  is  chemically  tested  once  a week  $nd 
is  free  from  injurious  quantities  of  minerals. 

313  dwellinghouses  are  supplied  direct,  containing  about  1150 
people,  and  26  houses  are  supplied  by  stand  pipes  containing  about 
13C  people o 24  houses  are  not  supplied  by  direct  or  by  stand  pipe 
DISINFESTATION.  A w rodent  operator"  is  employed. 

When  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occur,  the  Sanitary  inspector 
disinfects  the  rooms  with  antiseptic  vapour  and  sprays.  The 
bedding  is  disinfected  at  Barnstaple. 

SCHOOLS. 

Holsworthy  has  a Senior  and  a Junior  Elementary  School.  The 
Senior  School  is  modern  and  has  efficient  sanitary  arrangements . 

The  Junior  School  is  an  old  building,  and  although  the  best  is 
being  made  of  the  existing  buildings,  conditions  are  not  satis- 
factory. 

PUBLIC  LAVATORIES. 


The  present  accommodation  is  inadequate. 
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INFECTIOUS  DiSLaSLS. 


During  1944,  the  following  were  notified; 
Diphtheria  1» 

whooping  Cough.  1 7* 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Deaths . 


1 case  of  Pulmonory  Tuberculosis 


New  cases . 


1. 


There  were  7 cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  .year. 


i'vi  . 


F. 


Total 


Pulmonory  Tuberculosis. 


2. 


2. 


Non  Pulmonory  Tuberculosis 


4 * 


1 . 


R 

J * 


4. 


3 


7* 


HEALTH  lF  THE  TOWN . 


On  the  whole  the  health  of  the  Town  is  very  good*  During 
1943,  Four  cases  of  Typhoid  lever  occurred  in  one  house.  The 
source  of  infection  was  not  traced  definitely,  but  it  was 
suspected  that  it  was  an  article  of  food  brought  into  the  nouse 
from  another  area. 

.1 

The  milk  and  the  water  supply  were  not  responsible,  and  no 
further  cases  occurred  in  the  heighbournood  from  this  particular 
strain  of  Typhoid  Bacillus.  Since  Diphtheria  Innoculation  has 
been  started,  no  child  has  contracted  the  disease  in  the  Town. 
One  adult,  not  immunized, developed  Diphtheria  in  1944,  whilst 
away  from  home.  During  the  war,  had  a large  influx  of 
evacuees  from  London, Bristol  & Plyymouth  . Impetigo  and 
Scabies  became  common  but  no  other  disease  was  introduced. 
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